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THE ONE WHO HEALS

is a film featuring a series of vignettes that illus
trate the kind of situations in which the physician
and the clergy are both involved in the care of
patients. Each story indicates that faith is a factor
in the treatment of the patient or in dealing with
the patient's family. Solutions to the problems
presented are not given; rather, the situations en
courage discussion as to how the physician and
clergy could effectively work together. The re
ligious faith of the individual patient is a vital
factor in his total heal th. In recognition of this,
The American Medical Association, through its
Department of Medicine and Religion, presents
"The One Who Heals."
For further particulars write to
the AM.A., 535 No. Dearborn St.,
Chicago 10, Illinois.
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A PLEA FOR THE MISSIONS
ROM HOLIDAYS FOR HUMANITY

At no time in the history of
this world has there been a
g reater need for the dedicated
interest, concern and labors of
every member of the human
race, for its own good. By the
will of the Father, we live in the
era of total responsibility
wherein every human being
worthy of the name must truly
say- "I am my brother's keeper."
We can no longer disconnect
ourselves from the needs of our
half-sick and half-starved bro
thers scattered about this planet;
we are in truth responsible for
the 10,000 human beings who
daily starve to death, and the
thousands of startling statistics
that are capable of disturbing
the peaceful waters of our self
centered lives.
I suspect that every physician
at some time or other has won
dered about the possibility of
spending some time in foreign
medical service. Perhaps the
work of Dr. Schweitzer, or the
books of Dr. Dooley, or the story
of the Dr. Joe Foust family have
disturbed our apathy sufficient
ly to raise the spectre of possible
Participation in the many needs
of mankind. The thought too
often is dismissed as one would
dismiss a spectre-instantly
by the protecting logic that I
don't know how to go about it,
or whom would you contact, or
they don't even have showers. I
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would like to point out to every
physician, that in all honesty, if
he is capable of taking a holiday
or vacation, then absolutely and
without reservation, he is cap
able of spending some time in
productive medical work in
some· medically indigent area of
some foreign country.
The medical program for Hue
huetenango is a living reality. It
is just one of the many excellent
programs in Guatemala which
are supervised and guided by
missionary groups in conjunc
tion with the Guatemalan medi
cal profession. It is possible for
any qualified physician or den
tist to cooperate within these
programs and to correct some of
the many needs of the areas
served. We will show the rela
tive ease of arranging for any
qualified American physician to
accomplish this for any specified
length of time in his future. All
that he need do is commit him
self-to serve humanity in this
manner-and it will be done. A
letter written to one of the con
tacts listed at the end of this
article will initiate a chain of
events which will lead to the
most unforgettable and reward
ing experiences of his lifetime.
The country of Guatemala is
just one country away from us
in Central America. It is easily
accessible via two hours of jet
flight from Houston, New Or119

leans or Miami to Guatemala
City, the capital. A short 30 min
ute DC-3 flight from Guatemala
City on Aviateca Airlines brings
you to Huehuetenango, the state
capital of the departmento or
state of Huehuetenango. Here is
located Maryknoll Centro where
you check in to begin your per
iod of medical service. There is
also located in the town a gov
ernment hospital with Guate
malan physicians in attendance
where patients may be referred
for hospitalization when neces
sary; Sisters of The Incarnate
Word have been acting as hos
pital administrators for the past
year.
A two-hour trip by car through
glorious mountains rising to alti
tudes of 12,000 feet brings you to
Soloma, the first medical center
on this, the "Mountain Circuit."
It is a lovely community nestled
far back in the Guatemalan
highlands. A well-equipped clin
ic has been built and the daily
patient load will vary from 50 to
100, and for lack of a physician
these patients are usually seen
by an American nurse. Here, the
physician has his work cut out
for him; he will serve these peo
ple in the general practice of
medicine, and will have the op
portunity to teach the American
nurse and possibly the local na
tive paramedical people. A medi-.
cal residence is being built which
will provide excellent living
quarters during the week that
the physician and his family will
usually tay..
Upon oeing relieved by the
doctor following on the "circuit,"
our physician drives for about
n,• hour to the next stop which
1. he lovely town of San Mi
gu, Here, the set-up is almost
120

identical with Saloma, in t 3.t
there is a clinic without a doc )r
and excellent living quarters. Ie
will truly be fulfilling a g1 at
need during the week that 1e
will usually reside there.
The next stop is the isol, �d
town of Jacaltenango. It is al ut
a four-hour horse trip thro :1h
some of the most gorgeous 1 Ii
estate you will ever see. J ·re
is
the American Maryknoll
sioners have built a large c 1ic
and 40-bed hospital to se1 ice
this isolated valley with its
75,000 people. An American .JC·
tor, Sister Rose Cordis, M.I is
there most of the time, anc fa.
cilities are being develope so
that there is the opportunit for
doctors with specialty sur 1cal
is
talents to operate. When
known that a doctor with � ;pe·
cific talent or specialty ii due
into Jacaltenango, then m 1ths
ahead the process of collf ting
appropriate patients for h 1 to
treat will have been arr 1ged
and the maximum fruit "' l be
realized from his time and
talent. A week will usua! 1 be
arranged at Jacaltenango, ,vith
excellent living accommod tions
at the medical residence. Jpon
being relieved and leaving here,
a number of possible rout, s can
be taken to return to Ht,.!hue·
tenango and so-called "ci 1liza·
tion." One can retrace his >revi·
ous steps, or if a new n>Hte is
preferred, exit can be made
through the towns of San An·
tonio Hoista and Providencia.
All in all, it will be a wonderfu l
experience in seeing the beauty
of creation.
For those who may rightfully
be disenchanted by the thought
of spending several hours on
horseback traveling t hrough
LINACRE QUARTERLY

rugged mountains, another area
of medical service is available
which is affectionately called
the "Downtown Circuit." As all
service, it begins at Maryknoll
Centro in Huehuetenango, and
one travels by car up the Pan
American highway for about
two hours to the area of San
Pedro Necta. Here, a complete
busy clinic is available for the
good doctor's management, to
gether with excellent living
quarters. Plans are underway
for the construction of a 50-bed
hospital adjacent to the clinic
for total medical care.
A letter written to any one of
the following individuals will
produce more specific informa
tion about this program and
other programs which are avail
able for your possible participa
tion. In the name of humanity
we ask that you consider com
mitting yourself to one month at
some time in the future, or for
whatever length of time you can
manage. It may not be until
1964, or 65 or 66, but at least it
will be some time that you can
give and which can constitute a
small but very important part of
the overall medical program for
this part of the world. It must be
kept in mind that all expenses
on such short-term medical work
are met by the individual doc-
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tor, that he will make a reason
able remuneration on a per-diem
basis for living expenses in
curred and for arranged trans
portation. However, these ex
penses are not excessive and are
acceptably tax-deductible a c cording to the Internal Revenue
Service.
Dr. Joseph Leshock
Holidays for Humanity
Box 2243
Lansing, Michigan
Dr. Frances Rothert
Catholic Relief Service
Apartado 739
14-46 Seventh Avenue Zona 1
Guatemala City, C.A.
Dr. C. J. Maternowski
912 South Rosewood
Grand Rapids, Michigan
Bishop H. Gerberman, M. D.
Prelature de Huehuetenango
Huehuetenango, Guatemala
Dr. Joseph Grady
946 Three-Mile Road
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan
Dr. Roberto Rendome
AMESCO
5043 21 Calle Zona 14
Guatemala City, C.A.
Dr. John Slaughter
3700 Bellemeade Avenue
Evansville, Indiana
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